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SUBJECT: NEW ZEALAND WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
TO ASEAN 

1 . NEW ZEALAND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND OVERSEAS TRADE B.E. TALBOYS, ARRIVED 
IN SINGAPORE MARCH 16 FOR THREE DAY- OEFICIAL VISIT. 

STRAITS TIMES OF MARCH 17 COVERED ARRIVAL PRESS 
CONFERENCE WITH FRONT-PAGE STORY HEADLINED "NEW ZEALNAD 
OFEERS MILITARY TRAINING EQUIPMENT TO ASEAN". STORY SAID 
NEW ZEALAND WAS PREPARED TO PROVIDE TRAINING AND MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT TO ARMY UNITS OE ASEAN COUNTRIES AND THAT 

NEW ZEALAND IS WILLING TO KEEP ITS 1,000 TROOPS STATIONED 
HERE UNDER THE EIVE POWER DEFENSE AGREEMENT (EPDA) IF 
THE GOS DECIDES. 

2. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED FROM NZ DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER, 
HOWEVER, THAT TALBOYS MADE NO PREPARED STATEMENT AT PRESS 
CONFERENCE AND THAT HIS REPORTED REMARKS WERE MADE ONLY 
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STRAITS TIMES ARTICLE CONVEYED THE MISLEADING IMPRESSION 
THAT GNZ WAS CONSIDERABLY MORE FORTHCOMING ON THESE SUBJECTS 
THAN TALBOY'S REMARKS TO PRESS REALLY WARRANTED. DAWSON 
SAID TALBOYS MERELY STATED IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION 
THAT GNZ IS WILT .TNG TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS THAT NEW ZEALAND 
PROVIDE MILITARY TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT TO THE ASEAN 
COUNTRIES. ON THE QUESTION OF THE NEW ZEALAND FORCE IN 
SINGAPORE, TALBOYS SAID HE IS HERE TO GET THE VIEWS OF THE 
GOS IN DECIDING WHETHER THE TROOPS SHOULD STAY ON. HE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE PRESENT NZ GOVERNMENT IS NOT 
BOUND BY THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO WITHDRAW THE 
TROOPS WITHIN 18 MONTHS. 

3. DAWSON SUBSEQUENTLY SENT EMBASSY A "TRANSCRIPT” OF 
TALBOYS' REMARKS AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE BASED ON NOTES 
TAKEN DOWN HASTILY BY A HIGH COMMISSION OFFICER ON QUESTION OF 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ASEAN. THE TRANSCRIPT INCLUDED 

ONLY THE FOLLOWING Q AND A. QUOTE: QUESTION: IT HAS 
BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT THE NEW ZELAND FORCE WILL BE 
WITHDRAWING IN ABOUT 18 MONTHS' TIME. WOULD NEW ZEALAND 
BE PREPARED TO CONSIDER TRAINING ASEAN PERSONNEL IN 
NEW ZEALAND? ANSWER: I WOULD BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS 
THIS. I WILL ALSO BE DISCUSSING THE PRESENCE OF 
NEW ZEALAND FORCE WITH MINISTERS. UNQUOTE. QUOTATION 
IN THIS "TRANSCRIPT " IS CONSIDERABLY DIFFERENT FROM 
FOLLOWING DIRECT QUOTE IN STRAITS TIMES: QUOTE IF 
ASEAN IS INTERESTED, NEW ZEALAND IS PREPARED TO HELP 
OUT WITH MILITARY TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT. UNQUOTE. 

4. TALBOYS WAS APPARENTLY CONCERNED OVER POSSIBLE IMPACT 
OF STRAITS TIMES ARTICLE. AT CONCLUSION OF ADDRESS TO 
SINGAPORE PRESS CLUB ON MARCH 17, TALBOYS WAS ASKED TO 
ELABORATE ON NZ OFFER TO PROVIDE MILITARY TRAINING AND 
EQUIPMENT TO ASEAN. TALBOYS STATED HE WAS MISQUOTED IN 
PRESS POSSIBLY DUE TO CONFUSION CAUSED OVER HIS RESPONSE 
TO TWO QUESTIONS AT ONCE. THE MAIN PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT, 

HE SAID, WAS TO EXPLORE THE FEELINGS OF SINGAPORE AND 
ASEAN GOVERNMENTS ON PRESENCE OF NEW ZEALAND TROOPS. 
RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE MADE UPON HIS RETURN TO NZ. 

NZ WILL NOT BE SUPPLYING OR EQUIPPING ANY ASEAN FORCES - 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 SINGAP 01278 I80044Z 

IT HAS ENOUGH TROUBLE EQUIPPING ITS OWN. 

HOLDRIDGE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, MILITARY ASSISTANCE, PERSONNEL TRAINING, TROOP DEPLOYMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SINGAP01278 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 02-0200 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760351 /aaaabsta. tel 

Line Count: 109 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAY 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <20 SEP 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NEW ZEALAND WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO ASEAN 
TAGS: PFOR, SN, NZ, ASEAN, (TALBOYS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



